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A Letter from the Director

Greetings,

I am so happy to have you here with us today. Thiossane Institute of West African Dance are
making strides in ares of education, research, and most importantly community.

Our program this weekend is pact full with an eclectic program that threads the riches of west
Africa through visual and literally arts and authentic dance, music and culture.

We were honored to share our creative space with the emerging author, poet, and writer
Barbara Fant and other musical guest artists on May 12, 2022.

And on tonight, Thiossane West African Dance Institute has composed a phony of traditional
musicians to serenade audiences with the rhythms of West Africa. Instrumentalists of the flute,
violin, djembe, djundjun, tama, sotiba and sabar orchestras will play with narrations of origins
and influences of the sounds of Africa. The traditional West African ethnomusicology of this
composition is a must-see for connoisseurs and music enthusiasts of all levels. Also gracing the
stage will be Thiossane’s own performing company in full regalia displaying exceptional
choreography that is enthralling with technical precision of dance and song.

Make sure you come back tomorrow at 3pm as Thiossane Institute will culminate with a
documentary of Ohio artists travels to Senegal and Gambia, West Africa. Senegalese
entrepreneur of the Da'African Village and the Africa Love Store, Serigne Mara Diakhate, and
President and Artistic Director of Thiossane Institute, Suzan Bradford Kounta, will lead the
discussion of the documentary. This screening and discussion is open to the public. Registration
is required. For more information, scheduling and tickets click here https://bit.ly/3LFZqmH .

Thank you to all of our generous sponsors who made this event possible.

Best regards,
Suzan Bradford Kounta
Founder | Executive Director
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THIOSSANE WEST AFRICAN DANCE INST.
PERFORMING COMPANY

W

Kenneth Eaddy

James Kemp Charlette Keuchler i Ami Kounta

Keisha Moorehead Carlton Pope
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Kevin Seals Quianna Simpson Damani Wade

Not Pictured: *Community Performers
Coral Bealer, *Eboni Edwards, *Ishmael Konney Kamira Morgan, Talia Walls






L ™ THIOSSANE INSTITUTE 2022 INITIATES
QQZOZZ J h B "
<rent avaeh Brice

o0
__

www.thiossaneinst.org

'.@M ‘_@THIOSSANE DANCE


https://www.facebook.com/Thiossaneone
https://www.instagram.com/thiossane_dance/?hl=en
http://www.thiossaneinst.org/

£502" THIOSSANE INSTITUTE 2022 INITIATES
e Ajallah Toure

Ajallah Toure is a multidisciplinary artist.
She has spent her whole life exploring
different mediums of art whether that be
visual or performing. This year alone she
has starred in 3 separate plays at her
high school, those including Little
Women, The Laramie Project, and
Chicago. She also has been a member of
both of the highest ranking choirs at her
school, one of which tours around the
elementary and middle schools around
her local community. She officially joined
the apprentice program her sophomore
year of high school and is excited to
perform her initiation. Aside from
performing arts, Ajallah has a strong
passion in visual arts and has had her
work showcased in art shows as well as
the Lincoln theatre. She served in her
schools National Art Honor Society for
the past 3 years as public relations and
Vice President. She has had the privilege
of working in the patternz summer camp
for the past two years as a “covid
ambassador” and later took on the role
as an assistant art teacher, under
muralist and art teacher Francesca Miller.

\ Ajallah plans to attend Kent State
University with a fashion design major
and a creative entrepreneurship minor.
Ajallah plans to use these creative gifts
bestowed to her as a stepping stone for
a greater future.

www.thiossaneinst.org
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THIOSSANE INSTITUTE 2022 INITIATES

Paige Dudley

UNIVERSITY

/,n OTTERBEIN

CONGRATS
PAIGE!
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SPECIAL GUESTS

Stephen Spottswood - Violinist
Jason Moncrief - Flutist
Massamba Diop - Traditional Drummer (Tama)
Thiossane’s own instrumentalist
. Barbara Fant - Author & Poetess

Moussa Sonko - AD Natl Ballet du Senegal

» The Ohio State University Dance
Department Community Engagement Program
Dr. Nyama McCarthy - Brown |
Students of Dr. Brown:
Ami Kounta
Ishmael Konney
Sophie Kussman
Kevin Seals
Liv Sexton
Quianna Simpson
Clancee Synco

www.thiossaneinst.org
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Here's to believing in a dream. carving a vision and
creating a purpose for the love of dance and the
betterment of our community.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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"Everyone that Barbara writes about feels so
richly and tenderly rendered. This book builds a
world, and then does everyone and everything
within the world justice.”

—HANIF ADBURRAQIB, AUTHOR OF GO AHEAD IN THE
RAIN: NOTES ON A TRIBE CALLED QUEST

https://sundress-publications.square.site/
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Thank you for allowing us to share
the richness of traditional dance,
music and culture.

@ THIOSSANEONE ‘@THIOSSANE DANCE\

B R T Ty e


http://www.thiossaneinst.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Thiossaneone
https://www.instagram.com/thiossane_dance/?hl=en

